


Cassis Monna et Filles & Vignoble de l’Or Pailleur
In two different parts of the vast Quebec area, the group visited Cassis  
Monna  et Filles www.cassismonna.com/en/home a favourite with many of the returning 
members of the party.

The superb wines based on the Black Currant berries are a must, but also, for budding 
ÉCONOMUSÉE members, the combination of the wine with a well-planned restaurant 
was particularly useful to see. A similar arrangement had been achieved by wine producers 
Vignoble de l’Or Pailleur. www.orpailleur.ca/english/english_site/home.html Their large-
scale wine production was also linked to a very efficient restaurant.

Ash Problem!
The group spent a few extra days together in Montreal on the way home, due to the ash problem 
that closed so many European airports. Only the Icelandic delegation got home as scheduled. 

New Openings!
For Mikkjal, who is planning to open his blacksmith centre in the Faeroes this  
autumn, the visit to La Forge a Pique-Assaut proved to be particularly useful  
www.forge-pique-assaut.com. As a fellow artisan, Mikkjal was invited to spend several days 
working with his fellow artists after the group flew home. This sort of in-depth tuition and  
support is part of what makes the ÉCONOMUSÉE network such a unique body. 

Similarly, for Marion, who is soon to launch her own successful jewellery business as an  
Economusee, the visit to Le Forgeron D’Or  www.leforgerondor.com proved particularly useful. 
The owner, Richard Grenier has created a true gem!

The sign says it all

The artisan in full flow!

The group sampling and buying wine

The black currant fields overlooking the river The maker of small barrels  
checking the larger ones

Delegate hears his flight is cancelled again



Aurland is on the map!
We have just discovered from Quebec, that a Canadian visiting Norway recently  
discovered a Canadian invention, an ÉCONOMUSÉE, at the head of Norway’s longest 
fjord – “even the accents were correct” exclaimed the intrigued visitor in her blog in the 
Internet paper. We hasten to add that Cyberpress is Quebec’s most important Internet  
Newspaper.....

http://blogues.cyberpresse.ca/trotter/2010/08/03/un-economusee-en-norvege/ Such is 
the power of good ideas, they can be spread around to other far sighted organisations, like 
Hordaland County Council, who picked up the idea and is now well on the way to see its 
initial target of 18 European ÉCONOMUSÉE by the end of 2010, become a reality! So 
far, the Economusee Northern Europe has seen two sites open in Norway, two in Canada 
and now one in Iceland. As the project continues to mature, a host of openings will take 
place during the autumn. 

Arfleifd is now open!
Congratulations to Agusta who has now opened her leather fashions Economusee. The 
mayor of Djupivogur performed the official opening in front of a crowd of local inter-
ests and other artisans. There is hope that the location of a new ÉCONOMUSÉE in 
Djupivogur will help attract more visitors to all of their workshops. Arfleifd specialises in 
high-quality hand crafted clothing and accessories made from traditional materials such 
as animal and fish leather, bone and hair. Each piece is unique and Agusta finds her in-
spiration in nature itself and in the raw materials themselves. Supported by rich traditions 
going back to the times when Iceland was first settled, her craft has a rich vein of products 
and techniques to draw on. With her leather training from Italy, Agusta merges the best 
of skills to the best of materials.

Agusta Margret Arnadottir

Project Evaluation
Normally, it would not be worth producing any article, regardless of brevity, on the evaluation of a European-financed project. BUT 
THIS IS DIFFERENT! Even before the host of openings that we have scheduled for this autumn, this project has created 15 new 
jobs. The target for the total project was 18 new jobs. A further 21 jobs are projected to be created within another year, thereby creating 
twice as many as planned. The project has saved the last producer of shoes in Norway and created several new jobs in the process. In the 
Faeroes, the project brought new and additional government money into the work to save the last wool spinners, and we re-introduced 
the craft of blacksmith into the islands.



New Partners!
Partner nr 1 : Causeway Coast and Glens Heritage Trust   www.ccght.org

In Northern Ireland the extensive search for a new partner bore fruit early this spring 
and they were even in time to join the trip to Quebec as a thorough introduction to the  
concepts of the project. Travelling with Marion from Marion Woodburn Jewellery, Sarah 
from CCGHT hit the deck running in this project. As well as working with Marion to 
prepare for an autumn launch as an ÉCONOMUSÉE, Sarah is also leading the work on 
the feasibility study for her second artisan, Scullion Hurls, who will join the network next 
year under the proposed new project www.scullionhurls.com The new partner was intro-
duced to the project by the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, whose inspired thinking kept 
the project in play in Northern Ireland!

Economic woes – overcome!
As several partners in European projects struggled to stay afloat during the global economic downturn, two of our partners lost 
their core funding had to close. Imeall Tra Teo had operated as two different partners in the project, one based in Donegal in the 
Republic of Ireland and one based on the Antrim coast in Northern Ireland. With their demise, we had to not only quickly see if 
others could take over the responsibility for the artisans that already had been introduced to the project, we also needed to find new 
local funding for them.

Partner nr 2
Teagasc Irish Agriculture and Food Development Agency  www.teagasc.ie

One of Teagasc’s farsighted team, had already met several of the Economusee project 
group at Carnlough a year earlier. Now they accepted the challenge to take over  the Irish 
side of the project earlier than initially planned. The aim to have two new members of the 
artisan network launched by the end of the year. The first of these is Burren Perfumery  
located in the middle of Ireland’s unique landscape the Burren.  www.burrenperfumery.
com  

They produce organic make-up products, aromatherapy oils, soaps creams etc. Also they 
also run an attractive tea room, where only organic products are used and the majority of 
the raw materials are local. A calming coffee where the aroma has to compete with local 
flowers and herbs cannot but bring out the best in any visitor.

The herb garden Part of the tranquil setting The shop A picture is worth a 1000  
calories...



Partner nr 3
The second new Irish candidate is Celtic Roots located in Athlone  www.celticroots.ie

Their raw material is bog yew or bog oak, grown at least 4000 years ago according to 
scientific carbon dating techniques. These are the remnants of Ireland’s once great forests 
as preserved in the vast boglands for us to enjoy today as beautiful creations shaped by 
artisans at Celtic Roots. To see the ancient wood, preserved through natural chemical  
processes over several millennia to end nearly as hard as steel for it then to be etched by the 
latest of laser technology, creates a juxtaposition of processes that it simply has to be seen 
to be appreciated. Who would not want to own such a part of our past? 

Celtic Roots, would you not just 
love to part with money here?

Some of the superb products Great location, good parking

Meanwhile in the Faeroe Islands
Olga is busy putting the final touches to the feasibility study for Filana the last spinnery in the 
islands. Thanks to great new interest from government bodies after the Economusee started 
working on this, the business is now safe. The ministry of agriculture is now keen that these 
artisans be given the responsibility for collecting all Faeroese wool. When lambs were slaugh-
tered, the hides have, until now mostly been burned or simply dumped into the sea. But not 
any more now Filana has been tasked with developing a solution and collect, wash and dry 70 
tons of wool every  year. This will make local wool much more accessible to all local artisans – a 
huge boost to local production.

Filana exhibited their products at the big Wools of Europe exhibition in Paris in May. They 
were working with  Atelier-Laines d’Europe and Conzorsorzio Biella. Each were to exhibit 
one hide and a sweater. The sweater was made using yarn from Filana in a traditional pattern 
which has been passed down through the generations; thereby underlining the long and rich 
traditions in knitting in the Faeroes.

Mikkjal our blacksmith, spent a week doing workshadow with his opposite number in Quebec, 
and is now busy preparing for the opening of the first blacksmith’s business in the islands for 
many years.

In Iceland
Tinna has just seen the opening of the first Icelandic ÉCONOMUSÉE. The second project, producers of high-quality salted fish 
are working steadily towards a launch later this year. The feasibility study will be completed shortly, which means we can expect 
Iceland’s second ÉCONOMUSÉE shortly!



In Quebec
Rejean and his team are busy preparing for their next openings. The first should be the Fromagerie du Pied De Vent and Change 
Island that open in September, followed by the Chocolatier www.chocomotive.ca and the Touverre Gemstones in October. It will 
be a very busy autumn in Canada. Two different ÉCONOMUSÉE organisations are involved, both Quebec and Atlantic.

In Hordaland  
Moves are afoot to ensure that their last few ÉCONOMUSÉE will open this autumn. One 
of these is the maker of small barrels, Fjordtønna www.fjordtynna.no Few types of packag-
ing have as long a tradition as these barrels and with such a lineage and in an area of Norway 
with a rich tradition in barrel making. This is bound to be a great product.
In another of Hordaland’s agricultural centres, Voss, the wood carver at Myrkdalen is located. 
The famous old Norwegian wooden stave churches were richly decorated with carved panels. 
Here is an artisan who has brought a beautiful craft into the modern age.

Craft International
As the current project nears the end, the partnership is keen to continue to develop the ÉCONOMUSÉE network and to expand 
the membership. Together with new partners in Sweden, we hope to secure new funding for a new project to develop better links 
with local culture and heritage, with strategic tourism organisation and also do a significant amount of work to develop internet sales 
for the artisans in order to truly remove all physical barriers to their operations. As the project has already had much international 
attention and praise, there are great hopes that it will be possible to use the next three years to create even more new jobs for young 
people in traditional crafts, using modern technology and marketing.

We aim to help artisans prove that they really represent heritage that earns its keep.

Mr Terje Inderhaug - Kulturlandskapssenteret, - Hordaland County Council Postboks 7900 - 
N-5020 Bergen - Norway  - email: Terje.inderhaug@post.hfk.no  -  www.economusee.no

www.hordaland.no

www.utoyggj.fo

www.greenland.com




